Appendix C

DEFINITIONS OF AUDIT OPINIONS

OPINION

DEFINITIONS

Full Assurance

(no High or Medium
Risk
Recommendations)

A sound framework of control is in place that meets
the Council’s or service objectives. All expected
controls tested are in place and are operating
effectively.

No specific follow-up review will be undertaken;
follow-up will be undertaken as part of the next
planned review of the system.

Substantial Assurance
(no High Risk
Recommendations)

There is generally a sound framework of control in
place designed to meet the Council’s or service
objectives. However, there are isolated weaknesses in
design of controls, or inconsistent application of
controls, which puts the achievement of a limited
number of objectives at risk.

Follow up of medium priority recommendations only
will be undertaken within 3 to 6 months; follow up of
low priority recommendation will be undertaken as
part of the next planned review of the system.

Limited Assurance

Weaknesses identified within the framework and there
exist evidence of non-compliance with Council
procedures or good practice, which puts the
achievement of the Council’s or service objectives in
many of the areas reviewed at risk.

Follow-up of high and medium priority
recommendations only will take place within 3 to 6
months; follow-up of low priority recommendations will
be undertaken as part of the next planned review of
the system.

No Assurance

Absent or non-existent evidence of framework;
fundamental weaknesses identified within design;
operation of key controls has resulted in failure, or
could result in failure to achieve the Council’s or
service objectives in the areas reviewed.

Follow-up of high and medium priority
recommendations only will take place within 3 to 6
months; follow-up of low priority recommendations will
be undertaken as part of the next planned review of
the system.




